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recruit Americans for service in the Crimea, he thought
that the British Minister should be handed his passports.
Hawthorne discussed the prospect of war with Eng-
land in a long letter to Ticknor, from which I am quot-
ing only two paragraphs.

Liverpool, Nov. 9th, 1855
DEAR TICKNOR,

We have all been in commotion here, for a fortnight
past, in expectation of a war; but the peaceful tenor of
the last accounts from America have gone far towards
quieting us. No man would be justified in wishing for
war; but I trust America will not bate an inch of honor
for the sake of avoiding it; and if it does come, we have
the fate of England in our hands. If the Yankees were
half so patriotic, at home, as we on this side of the
water, I rather think we should be in for it. I HATE Eng-
land; though I love some Englishmen, and like them
generally, in fact. . . .

I shall wait with much interest for the response of
Young America to the hostile demonstrations on the
part of England. If I mistake not, John Bull is now
heartily afraid of the consequences of what he has done,
and will gladly seize any decent method of getting out
of the scrape. If we do not fight him now, I doubt
whether he will ever give us another chance. He has
partly learned what he himself is, and begins to have
some idea of what we are. There has been a great
change, on both these points, since I first came to Eng-
land.                                      Truly yours,

Nathl Hawthorne.

There was a gradual change in Hawthorne's attitude
toward his own country as he began to hear more and
more distressing news from home. The years of his
Liverpool consulate were also the years of "irrepres-
sible conflict," of the battle over slavery in Kansas, and